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Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
(THECB)  Definition of Personal Responsibility 

 

 

“the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to 
ethical decision-making.” 

 

We are “held to” the THECB definition. However, the 
AAC&U definition (from which the THECB definition 
was derived) provides additional guidance. 



American Association of Colleges & 
Universities (AAC&U) 

Defines Ethical Reasoning as: 

. . . reasoning about right and wrong human conduct.  It 
requires students to be able to assess their own ethical values 
and the social context of  problems, recognize ethical issues in 
a variety of  settings, think about how different ethical 
perspectives might be applied to ethical dilemmas and consider 
the ramifications of  alternative actions. Students’ ethical self  
identity evolves as they practice ethical decision-making skills 
and learn how to describe and analyze positions on ethical 
issues.  



 

 

A few FAQs 



What are we actually assessing? 

 

“What can be evaluated using a rubric [or embedded 
exam questions] is whether students have the 
intellectual tools to make ethical choices.”  

[Emphasis added] 

AAC&U VALUE Rubric for Ethical Reasoning 



Do I have to assess whether students 
behave responsibly? 

 

NO 

v  Students are expected to understand personal 
responsibility & make connections to ethical 
decision-making. 

v  This objective does NOT necessarily address 
whether students behave responsibly. 

 



What are realistic expectations for students in 
lower-level courses? 

v  The AAC&U VALUE rubric for Ethical Reasoning 
(located under Resources) moves from Self Awareness 
to Recognizing Issues, to Evaluating Different 
Perspectives/Concepts.  

v  Thus, entry-level, core courses might focus on self-
awareness and recognition of issues rather than 
more challenging skills such as evaluating concepts. 

v  The Lumina Foundation’s Degree Qualifications 
Profile (aligned with LEAP) also provides direction 
for faculty expectations. 



Excerpt from the Lumina Foundation’s Degree 
Qualifications Profile RE Ethical reasoning * 

v  Analytic reasoning, the use of information resources, communication, and 
diverse perspectives must inevitably be brought to bear on situations, both 
clear and indeterminate, where tensions and conflicts, disparities and 
harms emerge, and where a particular set of intellectual skills is necessary 
to identify, elaborate and resolve these cases. Ethical reasoning thus refers 
to the judicious and self-reflective application of ethical principles and 
codes of conduct resident in cultures, professions, occupations, economic 
behavior and social relationships to making decisions and taking action.  

v  At the associate [or lower course] level, the student  

v  Describes the ethical issues present in prominent problems in politics, 
economics, health care, technology or the arts and shows how ethical 
principles or frameworks help to inform decision making with respect to such 
problems 

•  http://www.luminafoundation.org/files/resources/dqp.pdf  

see page 17 



Implementing Personal Responsibility Assignments 



Implementing Personal Responsibility Assignments 

v  This could be a speech or paper that requires students 
to consider the ethical consequences of  some course of  
action, and/or consider their personal ethical stance in 
the process &/or how ethical frameworks inform 
decision-making. 

v  For example, students might be required to identify & 
explain ethical issues inherent in euthanasia, consider 
their personal stance on the issue and how it relates to 
a framework for ethical decision-making (e.g.: Code of  
Medical Ethics or Ethics of  Euthanasia). 



Sample Topics Across Components . . . 

v  Communication: plagiarism or journalistic integrity  

v  Language, Philosophy & Culture: 

v  Foreign Language: study of  ethical frameworks within a 
particular culture regarding family values, taboos or 
religious practice 

v  Philosophy: the right to die, environmental ethics, or not 
causing harm to others 

v  American History: slavery or segregation  

v  Government/Political Science: redistricting or campaign 
finance 



Assessing Personal Responsibility 



Assessing Personal Responsibility Assignments 

v  Rubrics for written or oral assignments 

v  For a place to start, see the LEAP ETHICAL REASONING 
VALUE Rubric included in this folder  

v  Multiple-Choice embedded exam questions 

 

v  SUGGESTION: Provide hypothetical scenario(s) & 
create exam questions that refer to it. Questions may 
be a set of Multiple-Choice items or essay questions. 
Essay items would be scored using a short rubric. 



Communication 

v  Sample Student Learning Outcome * 

Students will demonstrate the ability to credit sources. 

v  Method 

Rubric 

v  Standard 

At least 70% of  students will receive a proficiency of  4 or 5 
(where 5 = mastery) on each relevant criterion on the 
rubric.  

* See pdf “Creating Quality Student Learning Outcomes” for a self-guided tutorial 
on developing SLOs. 



Language, Philosophy & Culture 

v  Sample Student Learning Outcome 

Students will be able to identify and communicate frameworks for 
ethical decision-making from ancient Greek texts. 

v  Method 

Rubric for embedded exam essay questions about features of  
Greek Culture, e.g., slave-owning or a woman’s place in the 
Greek world & history (Persian Wars). 

v  Standard 

At least 75% of  students will satisfactorily identify ethical 
arguments in Plato’s dialogues; 75% of  students will be able to 
clearly discuss the relevance of  these discussions to their lives.   



American History 

v  Sample Student Learning Outcome 

Students will identify the implications of  historical actors’ 
ethical/unethical conduct.  

v  Method 

Rubric for embedded exam essay questions  

v  Standard 

At least 75% of  students will identify ethical implications of  
historical actors’ conduct by receiving a “meets 
standards” (4) or higher on a scale of  1 to 5.  



Gov’t/Political Science 

v  Sample Student Learning Outcome 

Students will be able to identify the individual ethical 
obligations of  a public servant.   

v  Method 

Rubric 

v  Standard 

At least 70% of  students will receive a “meets standards” (3) 
or higher on a scale of  1 to 4 on each relevant criterion on the 
rubric. 



 

The AAC&U rubric for Ethical Reasoning 
follows.  

 

It may be used “as is,” adapted for use, 
used as a source of  ideas for creation of  

your own rubrics or not used at all.  

This rubric is available in Word under 
Resources.  







 

 

See Resources section for additional guidance. 


